Non-Christian Sources on Jesus
Taken from F. F. Bruce, Jesus and Christian Origins Outside the Gospels
1.         Suetonius - Roman historian (c. 120) - writing about emperor Claudius (c. 49)
“He (Claudius) expelled the Jews from Rome, on account of the riots in which they were constantly indulging, at the instigation of Chrestus.” (Page 21)
2.         Tacitus - Roman historian (c. 116) - writing about Nero’s persecution (64)
“They (Christians) got their name from Christ, who was executed by sentence of the procurator Pontius Pilate in the reign of Tiberius. That checked the pernicious superstition for a short time, but it broke out afresh-not only in Judaea, where the plague first arose, but in Rome itself, where all the horrible and shameful things in the world collect and find a home.” (Page 22)
3.         Pliny the Younger - governor of Bithynia (c. 111) - writing to Trajan about the “Christian problem”
“But they (Christians) maintained that their fault or error amounted to nothing more than this: they were in the habit of meeting on a certain fixed day before sunrise and reciting an antiphonal hymn to Christ as God, and binding themselves with an oath-not to commit any crime, but to abstain from all acts of theft, robbery and adultery, from breaches of faith, from repudiating a trust when called upon to honour it. After this, they went on, it was their custom to separate, and then meet again to partake of food, but food of an ordinary and innocent kind. And even this, they said, they had given up doing since the publication of my edict in which, according to your instructions, I had placed a ban on private associations. So I thought it the more necessary to inquire into the real truth of the matter by subjecting to torture two female slaves, who were called ‘deacons’; but I found nothing more than a perverse superstition which went beyond all bounds...” (p. 26)
4.         Josephus - Jewish historian (c. 90)
a.   Writing about execution of “James the Just” (c. 62)
“He (high priest Annas) convened a judicial session of the Sanhedrin and brought before it the brother of Jesus the so-called Christ – James by name – and some others, whom he charged with breaking the law and handed over to be stoned to death.” (Page 36)
b.   Writing about the governorship of Pontius Pilate (26-36)
“Now, there was about this time Jesus, a wise man, if it be lawful to call him a man, for he was a doer of wonderful works, a teacher of such men as receive the truth with pleasure. He drew over to him both many of the Jews, and many of the Gentiles. He was the Christ. And when Pilate, at the suggestion of the principal men amongst us, had condemned him to the cross, those that loved him at the first did not forsake him;
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for he appeared to them alive again at the third day; as the divine prophets had foretold these and ten thousand other wonderful things concerning him. And the tribe of Christians, so named from him, are not extinct at this day.” (Page 37)
(It is widely suspected that this passage was either added or modified by later Christian copyists of Josephus’ writings.)
5.         Talmud - compendium of rabbinic traditions (c. 500)
a.   “Jesus was hanged on Passover Eve. Forty days previously the herald had cried, ‘He is being led out for stoning, because he has practiced sorcery and led Israel astray and enticed them into apostasy. Whosoever has anything to say in his defence, let him come and declare it.’ As nothing was brought forward in his defence, he was hanged on Passover Eve.” (Page 56)
b.   “The rabbis taught:
Jesus had five disciples: Mathai, Naqai, Nezer, Buni and Todah. When Mathai was brought before the court, he said to them, ‘Should Mathai be put to death, since it is written: “I, Mathai, shall come and appear before God”? They answered him, ‘Yes; Mathai shall be put to death, since it is written: “Mathai shall die, and his name perish.” (Similarly the other 4 are declared worthy of death, based on biblical wordplays.) (Page 62)
c.   Other rabbinic traditions refer to Jesus as the bastard son of Mary and a Roman soldier named Pantheras (perhaps a corruption of parthenos - “virgin”)
