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Religion 313

Teachings of Jesus

Spring 2010
Donald N. Penny

Course Description
Religion 313 is a study of the teaching of Jesus as recorded in the Synoptic Gospels.  Attention will be given to the historical setting, to the critical use of sources, and to the approaches of selected modern scholars.  The primary focus will be the mission and message of Jesus in its historical and contemporary relevance.  Prerequisite: Religion 212 (NT Survey) or equivalent.
This course will be taught in harmony with the Campbell University Statement of Purpose found on pages 17-18 of the Campbell University Bulletin and linked to the Campbell University web site at www.campbell.edu/welcome.html.  

Students with documented disabilities who desire modifications or accommodations should contact the office of Student Support Services located in the University’s Hight House.
All students are subject to the academic integrity and behavioral expectations of the University.

Course Objectives

1. To understand the mission and message of Jesus in its historical and cultural setting.

2. To become familiar with the questions and methodologies of modern “historical Jesus” scholarship.

3. To learn appropriate methodologies for interpreting the Synoptic Gospels.

4. To gain skill in critical reading, reflection, and writing on current issues in gospel studies.

Textbooks
Gowler, David B. What Are They Saying About the Historical Jesus? New York/Mahwah, NJ: Paulist Press, 2007.
Theissen, Gerd. The Shadow of the Galilean: The Quest of the Historical Jesus in Narrative Form. Updated edition. Minneapolis: Fortress Press, 2007.
Throckmorton, Burton H., Jr. ed., Gospel Parallels. Nashville: Thomas Nelson, 1992. (This text is very helpful for comparing Synoptic accounts. You may substitute the New Oxford Bible.)
Requirements
1.
Attendance:  Attend class and take notes on lectures and discussions.  University policy mandates that a student must attend at least 85% of class sessions in order to receive credit for a course. Absences in excess of 4 will result in a loss of credit.  

2.
Textbook reading:  Read all assignments prior to class  discussion. Lecture outlines may be previewed at www.campbell.edu/faculty/penny/rel313. (If you choose “Print” > “Print what: Handouts” > “Slides per page: 3,” you will get a handy printout of the outlines with space for taking additional notes in class.) Please note that the outlines are intended only as a guide and should not be considered a substitute for reading the textbook or for taking good notes in class.
3.
Tests:  There will be two major tests and a final exam each counting 22% of the final grade.  These tests will incorporate a variety of objective and discussion questions and may be drawn from textbook readings as well as lectures. (See course schedule below for test dates.)
4.
Book reviews:  Read the Gowler and Theissen books and submit a 4-5-page review of each (typed, double-spaced, 12-point font, in proper form). Each review will count 17% of the final grade. Follow these guidelines in writing the reviews:

a. Review of Gowler, What Are They Saying About the Historical Jesus? is due Thursday, Feb. 11. Your review should address each of the following:

1) Description and brief overview of the book.

2) Why is “reconstructing the historical Jesus” considered to be so difficult and how do scholars go about doing it?

3) Of the major reconstructions discussed by Gowler summarize the one that most fascinates you and tell why?
4) Do you think historical Jesus research is important or useful to the Christian faith? Why or why not?

5) Evaluate the effectiveness of Gowler’s book as an introduction to the topic for inquisitive, educated Christians.
6)  At the bottom of the last page, include and sign this pledge: “I have read Gowler, What Are They Saying About the Historical Jesus? in its entirety.”
b. Review of Theissen, The Shadow of the Galilean is due Thursday, March 25. 
Your review should address each of the following:

1) Description and brief overview of the book.

2) How is Andreas’ task similar to and different from that of modern historical Jesus scholars?
3) Besides the Jesus movement, what other first-century Jewish movements does Andreas encounter and what does he discover about them?
4) Summarize Andreas’ report on Jesus as “philosopher and poet” (ch. 14). How accurate is it, as far as it goes?
5) Is Andreas correct in assuming that inclusion of the “prophetic” aspects of Jesus’ teaching in his report would be likely to arouse Roman suspicion that Jesus is a “security threat”?

6) How effective is Theissen’s “historical fiction” approach in setting Jesus within his first-century Palestinian context? To what extent will you now read the gospels differently?
7) At the bottom of the last page, include and sign this pledge: “I have read Theissen, The Shadow of the Galilean in its entirety.”

5.
Grade scale:
93-100 = A; 85-92 = B; 70-84 = C; 60-69 = D; below 60 = F.

Severe Weather Policy
It is the policy of Campbell University normally to remain in operation even when adverse weather (snow, ice, etc.) closes local public schools. Commuting students are expected to exercise their own judgment about the safety of roads in their own areas. If there is any question whether Campbell is open, you can call the Campbell Hotline (ext. 5700 or 910-814-5700 or 1-800-760-8980) or check the Campbell website (www.campbell.edu). If I decide to cancel my classes, I will put a message on my office phone answering machine (910-893-1682).

Professor Contact Information
Feel free to contact me if you need help. My office is Taylor 303. My office hours this semester will be 2:00-3:30 daily.  Other times may be scheduled by appointment.  My office phone is 893-1682. My home phone is 893-8767. My e-mail address is penny@campbell.edu.

Course Outline and Reading Assignments
(All dates are subject to revision.)
Explanation of symbols:
1) “Par.” following a reference indicates the reference has unspecified parallels.
2) The symbol // between two references indicates the references are parallel to one another.

3) The symbol # followed by a number refers to a pericope in Throckmorton’s Gospel Parallels. 
1.
Sources and Methodology for the Study of Jesus (Jan. 14,19, 21)

I. Overview of Sources: Non-Christian; Extra-Canonical; Canonical
II. Source Criticism of the Gospels

III. Form Criticism

IV. Redaction Criticism

V. Conclusion


Begin reading the Gowler book and complete by 2/11.
2.
Quests for the Historical Jesus (Jan. 26, 28)


Continue reading Gowler.

3.
Context:  The World into Which Jesus Came (Feb. 2, 4)

Bart Ehrman, “Finding a Fit: Jesus in Context,” ch. 7 of Jesus: Apocalyptic Prophet of the New Millennium (handout)
4.
Chronology and Early Years (Feb. 9)


Mt. 1-2; Lk. 1-2

5.
The Beginning of Jesus’ Ministry (Feb. 11) – review of Gowler book due
John the Baptist: Mk. 1:1-11 par.; Mt. 11:2-19 // Lk. 7:18-35 (# 1-6, 64-65). 

Temptation: Mk. 1:12-13; Mt. 4:1-11 // Lk. 4:1-13 (# 8).

Calling of Disciples: Mk. 1:14-20 par.; 3:13-19 par.; 6:6-13 par. (# 9, 11, 17, 72, 109).

Test 1 (Topics 1-5) (Feb. 16)

6.
The Miracles (Feb. 18)

Mk. 1:21-2:12 par.; 3:19-30 par.; 4:35-6:6 par. (# 12-16, 45, 52; 85-86; 105-108); Lk. 7:11-17 (# 80).

Begin reading the Theissen book and complete by 3/25.
7.
The Parables (Feb. 23) 


Mk. 4:1-34 par. (# 90-99). 
8.
The Kingdom of God (Feb. 25, Mar. 2)

Synoptic summaries: Mk. 1:14-15 par. (# 9); Mt. 4:23; 9:35 (# 16, 58); Lk. 4:43; 8:1 (# 15, 84).

Future Kingdom: Mt. 6:10 par. (# 30); Mk. 9:43-48 par. (# 131); Mt. 7:21-23 (# 42); Lk. 13:28-29 par. (# 165; cf. 46); Mk. 14:25 par. (# 236); Mk. 8:38-9:1 par. (# 123); Mk. 13:26-27 par. (#219).

Present Kingdom: Lk. 11:20 par. (# 149); Mt. 11:12-13 par. (# 176; cf. 65); Lk. 17:20-21 (#183). 


Cf. Mt. 11:2-6 par. (# 64); Lk. 4:16-21 (# 10); Lk. 10:23-24 par. (# 142); Mk. 2:21-23 par. (# 54).

Characteristics of Kingdom: Mk. 4:30-32 par. (# 97); Mt. 13:33 par. (# 98); Mk. 4:1-9, 13-20 (# 90, 93); Mk. 4:26-29 (# 95); Lk. 13:1-9 (# 162). 
9.
Good News for the Needy (Mar. 4, 16)

Justice for the poor: Mt. 11:2-6 par. (#64); Lk. 4:16-21 (# 10); Lk. 6:20-26 (#73-74).

Forgiveness for sinners: Mk. 2:1-12 par. (# 52); Mk. 2:13-17 par. (# 53); Lk. 7:36-50 (# 83); Lk. 15:1-32 par. (# 172-173); Mt. 21:28-32 (# 203); Lk. 18:9-14 (# 186); Mt. 20:1-16 (# 190).  
10.
Judgment on the Complacent (Jesus’ Future Expectation) (Mar. 18, 23)

Woes against rich: Lk. 6:24-26 (# 74).

Woes against scribes and Pharisees: Mt. 23:1-26 // Lk. 11:37-54 (# 154); cf. Mk. 12:1-12 par. (# 204).             

“Little Apocalypse”: Mk. 13 // Mt. 24 // Lk. 21 (# 213-226). 

“Q Apocalypse”: Lk. 17:20-37 par. (# 183-184).

Suffering for himself and followers: Mk. 8:34-35 par. (# 123); Mk. 10:39 par. (# 192); Lk. 12:49-53 (# 160).
National catastrophe: Lk. 13:1-5 (# 162); Lk. 13:34-35 par. (# 167); Lk. 19:39-44 (# 197).

Day of Judgment: Mt. 9:15 par. (# 58; cf. 139); Mt. 11:20-24 par. (# 66; cf. 139); Lk. 11:31-32 par. (# 152); Mt. 10:32-33 par. (# 60); Mt. 7:21-23 (# 42); Mt. 13:24-30 (# 96); Mt. 25:31-46 (# 229).

Gehenna: Mk. 9:43-48 par. (# 131); Mt. 5:22 (# 22); Mt. 5:29-30 (# 23);  Mt. 10:28 par. (# 60); Mt. 23:15, 33 (# 210). 

11.
The Call to Repentance (Mar. 25) – review of Theissen book due
Urgency of response: Mk. 1:15; Lk. 13:3, 5; 14:16-24 par. (# 170); Lk. 16:1-8 (# 174).

Shape of repentance: Mt. 18:1-5 par. (# 129; cf. 188); Mk. 10:17-31 par. (# 189); Lk. 14:25-33 par. (# 171); Mt. 7:21-27 (# 42-43); Lk. 19:1-10 (# 194); Mk. 2:18-20 (# 54); Mt. 13:44-46 (# 101).

Counting the cost: Lk. 14:28-33 (# 171); Lk. 9:57-62 par. (# 138).       
Test 2 (Topics 6-11) (Mar. 30)

12.
The Sermon on the Mount (Apr. 1, 6)

Mt. 5-7 par. (# 18-44). 

13.
Jesus’ Ethical Teaching (Apr. 8, 13, 15, 20)

Law: Mk. 2:1-3:6 par. (# 52-54, 69-70); Mk. 7:1-23 par. (# 115); Mt. 5:17-48 par. (# 21-27); Lk. 13:10-17 (# 163); 14:1-6 (# 168). 

Love: Mk. 12:28-34 par. (# 208); Mt. 7:12 par. (# 39); Mt. 5:43-48 par. (# 27); Lk. 10:25-37 par. (# 143-144).  

Possessions: Mk. 10:17-31 par. (# 189); Mt. 6:19-21 par. (# 32); Mt. 6:24 (# 34); Lk. 12:13-21 (# 156); Lk. 16:19-31 (# 177).

Divorce: Mk. 10:1-12 par. (# 187); Mt. 5:31-32 par. (# 24); cf. 1 Cor. 7:10-11.

Women: Mk. 3:31-35 par. (# 89); Lk. 8:1-3 (# 84); Lk. 10:38-42 (# 145).

Children: Mk. 10:13-16 par. (# 188); Mk. 9:33-37 par. (# 129).  

Family: Mk. 3:31-35 par. (# 89); Lk. 12:51-53 // Mt. 10:34-36 (# 61); Lk. 14:26 // Mt. 10:37 (# 171); Lk. 9:59-62 par. (# 138); Mt. 19:10-12 (# 187); Mk. 10:28-30 par. (# 189).

Prestige: Lk. 14:7-11 (# 169); Mt. 23:5-12 par. (# 210); Mt. 6:1-6, 16-18 par. (# 28-29, 31).

Politics and power: Mk. 12:13-17 par. (# 206); Mk. 10:42-45 par. (# 192); Mk. 9:33-35 par. (# 129).    

Forgiveness: Mt. 7:1-5 par. (# 36); Mt. 6:14-15 // Mk. 11:25 (# 30); Mt. 18:21-22 par. (# 135); Mt. 18:23-35 (# 136). 

Fatherhood of God: Mk. 14:36 par. (# 239; cf. Gal.4:6; Rom. 8:15-16); Mt. 11:25-27 par. (# 67); Lk. 12:32 (# 157); Mt. 6:25-34 par.(# 35); Mt. 5:44-45 par. (# 27).

Prayer: Mt. 6:5-8 par. (# 29); Mt. 7:7-11 par. (# 38); Lk. 11:5-8 (# 147); Lk. 18:1-6 (# 185); Mt. 6:9-13 // Lk. 11:2-4 (# 30).

14.
Jesus’ Suffering and Death (Apr. 22)

Mk. 8:27-33 par. (# 122); Mk. 9:33-32 par. (# 127); Mk. 10:32-34 par. (# 191); Mk. 11 par. (# 196, 198-202); Mk. 14-15 // Mt. 26-27 // Lk. 22-23 (# 231-252). 
15.
Jesus’ Teaching on Himself (Apr. 27)

16.
The Resurrection and Beyond (Apr. 29)

Mk. 16 // Mt. 28 // Lk. 24 // Jn. 20-21 (# 253 ff.).
Final Exam – Tuesday, May 4th at 3:00 pm
The following information shows how the Course Objectives and Learning Outcomes support the University mission statement and the General Education Competencies.

Course Objectives
1. The objectives of this course are:


a. To understand the mission and message of Jesus in its historical and cultural setting.

b. To become familiar with the questions and methodologies of modern “historical Jesus” scholarship.

c. To learn appropriate methodologies for interpreting the Synoptic Gospels.

d. To gain skill in critical reading, reflection, and writing on current issues in gospel studies.


2. Regarding this course’s connection to the mission of the University, this course seeks to:

A. provide students with a Christian worldview

B. transfer from one generation to the next the vast body of knowledge and values accumulated over the ages 


C. encourage creativity, imagination, and rigor in the use of intellectual skills


D. affirm the University’s commitment to the belief that truth is never one dimensional but in wholeness is revelatory, subjective, and transcendent as well as empirical, objective, and rational, and that all truth finds its unity in the mind of Christ.

Course Learning Outcomes 
(Supported University General Education Competencies identified in parentheses)
1. Students completing Religion 313 should be able . . . 

a. To demonstrate an understanding of the mission and message of Jesus in its historical and cultural setting. (I, III, IV, V)

b. To demonstrate knowledge about the questions and methodologies of modern “historical Jesus” scholarship. (I, III, IV, V) 
c. To demonstrate knowledge of appropriate methodologies for interpreting the Synoptic Gospels. (I, III, IV, V)

d. To demonstrate skill in critical reading, reflection, and writing on current issues in gospel studies. (I, III, IV, V)

2. The following Campbell University General Education Competencies are supported by this course:

I. 
Reading: Textual and Non-Textual:

1.
Students will be able to read competently in English from a variety of source types (e.g. mathematic, scientific, literary).

3.
Students will be able to read with understanding, so as to be able to apply discipline methodologies and theories in the areas of Fine Arts, Humanities, Mathematics, and the Sciences.

III.
 Critical Thinking: Inquiry, Analysis, and Solution

1.
Students will be able to make discipline specific inquiries.

1.1.
Students will be able to use a variety of discipline-specific


methods to recognize the existence of a problem.

1.2.
Students will be able to use the proper methodologies to form


questions about a problem at hand, and the implications of the


question.

IV.  Communication: Verbal and Non-Verbal

1.
Students will learn to communicate verbally in written form.

1.1.
Students will be able to write an essay with a focused purpose.

1.2.
Students will be able to support the essay’s purpose with a 


logical and organized sequence of ideas and evidence.

1.3.
Students will be able to use the proper level of diction for the


subject and the audience of their essay.

1.4.
Students will be able to use proper documentation for their essay’s


discipline and the discipline’s methodology.

1.5.
Students will learn to minimize errors in spelling.

1.6.
Students will learn the basic computer software applications which


can aid in their essay’s presentation.

V.  Clarity in Value Formation: Spiritual, Interpersonal, and Physical

1.
Students will learn the sources, purposes, and processes of American national and spiritual sensibilities.

1.1.
Students will learn the basic methods of reading the Bible.

1.2.
Students will learn the basic forms of Judeo-Christian ethics and ideals.

