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Religion 212
Review for Test 1 (Topics 1-3)

Topic 1
1. What is the NT?
2. Classification of NT books
3. Greek/Koinē 
4. 6 BC/30 AD
5. General order of writing (Paul’s letters-Gospels-the rest)
6. Earliest/latest books (50/150 AD)
7. Main stages of canonization
8. Marcion
9. Muratorian Canon
10. Athanasius/367 AD
11. Three main steps in interpreting a NT text
12. Textual criticism
13. Exegesis
14. Literary-historical criticism
15. Hermeneutics
16. Bible dictionary, commentary, concordance
Topic 2
17. Characterize each period of Jewish history:

a. Babylonian

b. Persian

c. Hellenistic (Greek)

d. Maccabean/Hasmonean

e. Roman

18. Augustus and the Pax Romana

19. Herod the Great

20. Herod Antipas

21. Philip

22. Archelaus

23. Procurators

24. Pontius Pilate

25. Jewish War (66-70)

26. 70 AD

27. Josephus
28. Council/Academy of Jamnia

29. Second Jewish Revolt/Simon bar Kochba

30. Hebrew Bible

31. Oral law

32. Synagogue

33. Sanhedrin

34. Eschatology

35. Messiah

36. Christ

37. Apocalypticism

38. Characteristics of major Jewish parties (Jewish diversity before 70):

a. Sadducees

b. Pharisees

c. Essenes

d. Zealots

39. Qumran and Dead Sea Scrolls

40. Diaspora

41. Septuagint (LXX)

42. Philo of Alexandria

43. Proselytes

44. God-fearers

45. Hellenistic culture

46. Proliferation of religions

47. Syncretism

48. Popular philosophies

49. Mystery religions

50. Gnosticism

51. Asceticism

52. Libertinism

Topic 3
53. “Gospel”

54. Synoptic/Synoptic Problem

55. Synoptics vs. John

56. Two-source theory

57. Priority of Mark

58. Q-hypothesis

59. Form criticism

a. Oral tradition

b. Pericope
c. Shaping/embellishment of material

d. Classification of genres: note esp. parables

e. Skepticism about historical Jesus

60. Redaction criticism

a. Analysis of editing techniques: selectivity, arrangement, adaptation, editorial framework

b. Distinctive theology of final form of each gospel

61. Three “levels of meaning” in the gospels or three contexts in which any gospel text may be interpreted (know these well):

a. Evangelist – message of final author of gospel (redaction criticism)

b. Early church – meaning during period of oral tradition (form criticism)

c. Jesus – intention of historical Jesus himself (historical quest)
