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Religion 125

INTRODUCTION TO CHRISTIANITY

Summer 2009
Dr. Donald N. Penny
Course Description

Religion 125 is a study of the biblical foundations, historical development, and traditional beliefs and practices of Christianity and its impact on Western culture and on the lives of those who embrace it. Class lectures will focus on selected biblical events and themes, on a broad overview of church history, and on major Christian doctrines and practices. 

This course will be taught in harmony with the Campbell University Statement of Purpose found on pages 17-18 of the Campbell University Bulletin and linked to the Campbell University web site at www.campbell.edu/welcome.html.  

Students with documented disabilities who desire modifications or accommodations should contact the office of Student Support Services located in the University’s Hight House.
All students are subject to the academic integrity and behavioral expectations of the University.

Course Objective
1. To acquaint students with the biblical foundations, historical development, and traditional beliefs and practices of Christianity.
2. Regarding this course’s connection to the mission of the University, this course seeks to:

A. provide students with a Christian worldview

B. transfer from one generation to the next the vast body of knowledge and values accumulated over the ages 

C. encourage creativity, imagination, and rigor in the use of intellectual skills


D. affirm the University’s commitment to the belief that truth is never one dimensional but in wholeness is revelatory, subjective, and transcendent as well as empirical, objective, and rational, and that all truth finds its unity in the mind of Christ.
Course Learning Outcomes

(Supported University General Education Competencies identified in parentheses)
Students completing Religion 125 should . . . 

1. Be able to demonstrate a broad acquaintance with the biblical message. (I, III, IV, V)

2. Be able to demonstrate a broad acquaintance with the developing traditions and structures of the Christian faith. (I, III, IV, V)

3. Be able to demonstrate a broad acquaintance with the foundational beliefs of the Christian faith. (I, III, IV, V)

4. Be able to correlate the Christian tradition with his/her own spirituality. (I, III, IV, V)

These Campbell University General Education Competencies are supported by this course:

I. 
Reading: Textual and Non-Textual:

1.
Students will be able to read competently in English from a variety of source types (e.g. mathematic, scientific, literary).

3.
Students will be able to read with understanding, so as to be able to apply discipline methodologies and theories in the areas of Fine Arts, Humanities, Mathematics, and the Sciences.

4.
While reading, students will be able to recognize logical and compositional structures of various disciplines

4.1.
Students will be able to comprehend various linguistic, 


compositional elements and processes leading from a


topic sentence to a conclusion.

4.2.
Students will be able to comprehend conclusions based on 


numerical and graphed data.

4.4.
Students will be able to read compositional elements and themes


present in literature and the arts.

III.
 Critical Thinking: Inquiry, Analysis, and Solution

1.
Students will be able to make discipline specific inquiries.

1.1.
Students will be able to use a variety of discipline-specific


methods to recognize the existence of a problem.

1.2.
Students will be able to use the proper methodologies to form


questions about a problem at hand, and the implications of the


question.

2.
Students will be able to solve a problem which has been discovered and defined.

2.1.
Students will learn to form relevant and concrete questions 


concerning evidence of a problem.

2.2.
Students will be able to analyze the evidence defining a problem.

2.3.
Students will be able to construct well-supported, clearly 


articulated, and sustained arguments based on evidence.

3.
Students will be able to reach a logical solution.

3.1.
Through asking the right questions, students will be able to 


eliminate false assessments and solutions.

3.2.
Students will be able to recognize a true solution and articulate


the reasons for making that recognition.

IV.  Communication: Verbal and Non-Verbal

1.
Students will learn to communicate verbally in written form.

1.1.
Students will be able to write an essay with a focused purpose.

1.2.
Students will be able to support the essay’s purpose with a 


logical and organized sequence of ideas and evidence.

1.3.
Students will be able to use the proper level of diction for the


subject and the audience of their essay.

1.4.
Students will be able to use proper documentation for their essay’s


discipline and the discipline’s methodology.

1.5.
Students will learn to minimize errors in spelling.

1.6.
Students will learn the basic computer software applications which


can aid in their essay’s presentation.

V.  Clarity in Value Formation: Spiritual, Interpersonal, and Physical

1.
Students will learn the sources, purposes, and processes of American national and spiritual sensibilities.

1.2.
Students will learn the basic forms of Judeo-Christian ethics and ideals.

1.5.
Students will learn the rich diversity in worldviews created by



differing theological, political, social and economic systems.
Textbooks

1.
Ballard, Penny, Jonas, and Martin, A Journey of Faith: An Introduction to Christianity (Mercer University Press, 2002). (Hereafter cited as BPJM.)

2.
The New Oxford Annotated Bible with Apocrypha:  New Revised Standard Version (New York: Oxford University Press, 1991).  (The New Oxford Annotated is highly recommended and is available in the bookstore.  Students may substitute any standard modern translation.)

Course Requirements

1.
Class Attendance:  Students must attend 85% of the class meetings in order to receive credit for the class.  A student may miss no more than six classes without penalty; seven or eight cuts will result in a grade penalty; additional cuts will result in a WF.  Under this policy there are no excused absences for any reason. Students are expected to arrive on time, to be seated and ready for class at the appointed time, and to remain for the full period. Three tardies or early departures will count the same as an absence.

2.
Reading:  Students are expected to read assigned materials in the textbook and in the Bible.  Preferably, reading should be done in advance of lectures on that material.  Tests may include questions from assigned reading not covered in class. Lecture outlines may be previewed at www.campbell.edu/faculty/penny/rel125. (If you choose “Print” > “Print what: Handouts” > “Slides per page: 3,” you will get a handy printout of the outlines with space for taking additional notes in class.) Please note that the outlines are intended only as a guide and should not be considered a substitute for reading the textbook or for taking good notes in class.
3.
Tests:  There will be four tests during the semester. Tests may include matching, multiple-choice, true-false, short answer, or brief essays.  Each test will cover the block of material preceding the test and will count 20% of the student's final grade.  Bring a # 2 pencil to each test. Tests missed for legitimate reasons (illness, athletic trips, etc.) will be made up on the last day of class.

4.
Essays: Each student will write two short (one typed page) essays during the course of the semester.  Each essay will count 6% of the student’s final grade.  The topics and dates due for these essays are below:

Essay #1: 
Write a short (one typed page) essay in which you describe your spiritual journey.  (Due: Monday, June 1) 

Essay #2:
Write a short (one typed page) essay in which you correlate your own spirituality with your understanding of the Christian tradition. 

(Due: Wednesday, June 24)
5.
Church visitation project:  Each student will attend a Christian worship service of a denomination different from his/her own denominational/religious tradition. Write a two-page (typed, double-spaced) report of the visit. The report should include the following elements: 
(1)
your name and class; 
(2)
name of church, its location, denomination, and date/time of visit; 
(3)
a general description of the service with special attention to what was distinctive or prominent (e. g., Was the service highly structured or free-flowing? Was the music prominent? Or was preaching the high point of the service? Was Communion observed? In what ways did the congregation participate? etc.); 
(4)
describe your experience of the service (e. g., How would you compare the service to your previous worship experience? What happened that you expected and what surprised you? What did you appreciate and what made you feel uncomfortable? etc.) 

The report is due Monday, June 22. The project will count 8% of the final grade.
6.
Grade scale: 93-100=A; 85-92=B; 70-84=C; 60-69=D; below 60=F.
Laptop/Cell Phone/Listening Device Policy

Laptops, cell phones, iPods, and other electronic listening devices may not be used in class. They must be turned off and stored out of sight. 
Permission for use of a laptop computer for note-taking purposes only may be granted upon written request by the student to Student Support Services who will then contact the professor with the request.
Severe Weather Policy

It is the policy of Campbell University normally to remain in operation even when adverse weather (snow, ice, etc.) closes local public schools. Commuting students are expected to exercise their own judgment about the safety of roads in their own areas. If there is any question whether Campbell is open, you can call the Campbell Hotline (ext. 5700 or 910-814-5700 or 1-800-760-8980) or check the Campbell website (www.campbell.edu). If I decide to cancel my classes, I will put a message on my office phone answering machine (910-893-1682).

Professor Contact Information  

Individual conferences to discuss academic or other matters are welcomed.  My office hours will be 1:00-2:00 daily. Other times can be arranged by appointment.  My office is Taylor 303; my office phone is 893-1682; my home phone is 893-8767; my e-mail is penny@campbell.edu.

Course Schedule and Reading Assignments 

(All test dates are subject to revision.)
Section I:  Old Testament
1.
Introduction to the Bible


Read: BPJM, pp. xi-xiii.

2.
The Pentateuch: Creation, Patriarchs, and Exodus


Read:
BPJM, ch. 1 (pp. 2-18); Genesis 1-3; 12-13; Exodus 1-3; 14-16; 19-20; 



Deuteronomy 28.

3.
The History of Israel


Read:
BPJM, ch. 2 (pp. 19-34); Josh. 1; 24; Judges 2; 1 Sam. 3; 12; 17; 2 Sam. 5-7; 


1 Kings 8:1-22; 12; 2 Kings 17; 25; Ezra 1; Neh. 8.

4.
Poetic and Wisdom Literature


Read:
BPJM, ch. 3 (pp. 35-46); Psalms 6, 30, 33, 51.

5.
The Prophets


Read:
BPJM, ch. 4 (pp. 47-60); Amos 2:6-7; 4:1; 5:10-12; 5:21-24; 6:4-7; 8:4-6; 



Micah 2:1-5; 6:6-8; Isaiah 1:10-20; 6; 9:2-7; 11:1-9; 53; Jeremiah 7; 



31:31-34; Ezekiel 37.

Test #1 (Topics 1-5) – June 3*

Section II: New Testament
6.
The Gospels: Introduction and Context


Read:
BPJM, ch. 5 (pp. 63-80); Luke 1:1-4; John 21:24-25.

7.
The Ministry and Message of Jesus 


Read:
BPJM, ch. 6 (pp. 81-99); Matthew 1-2; Luke 1-2; Mark 1-3; Matthew 5-7; 



Luke 10; 15; Mark 8; 11-16.

8.
Rise and Growth of the Christian Church (Acts)


Read:
BPJM, ch. 7 (pp. 100-119); Acts 1-2; 6-7; 9-11; 13; 15; 17-18; 21; 26-28.

9.
The Letters of Paul


Read:
BPJM, ch. 8 (120-140); 1 Thess. 1; 4:13-5:11; Gal. 1-2; 3; 5; 1 Cor. 1; 12-14; 


Rom. 1; 3; 5-6; 8; 12.

Test #2 (Topics 6-9) – June 11*

Section III:  Church History 

10.
Early Christianity (100-500 CE)


Read:
BPJM, ch. 9 (pp. 142-158).

11.
Medieval Christianity (500-1500)


Read:
BPJM, ch. 10 (pp. 159-169).

12.
The Reformation 


Read:
BPJM, ch. 11 (pp. 170-185)

Test #3 (Topics 10-12) – June 18*
13.
Modern Christianity 


Read:
BPJM, ch. 12 (pp. 186-199).

Section IV: Christian Theology

14.
Christian Theology


I.
The Nature of Theology



Read:
BPJM, ch. 13 (pp. 202-221).


II.
God the Father



Read:
BPJM, ch. 14 (pp. 222-241).


III.
Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son of God



Read:
BPJM, ch. 15 (pp. 242-263).


IV.
The Holy Spirit and the Communion of Saints



Read:
BPJM, ch. 16 (pp. 264-284).

Test # 4 (Topics 13-14) – June 26
*All test dates (except the final) are approximate and subject to revision.


