Uses of Subjunctive
1. Purpose (final) clause – introduced by i[na( w[j( o[pwj = “in order that,” “so that,” “that.” (Davis, # 167)


Other uses of  i[na + subj.:

a. Negative purpose – mh, or mh,pote with subjunctive with/without i[na = “lest,” “in order that not.”
b. Result = “so that.”

c. As substitute for infinitive (supplementary or inf. + acc of gen. ref.) – after verbs of wishing, asking, taking care, etc. = “that” or “to.”
d. As periphrasis for imperative (cf. Mk. 5:23; 1 Cor. 7:29; 16:16; Eph. 5:33; etc.).
2. Hortatory subjunctive – 1st plural = “let us.” (Davis, # 174)
3. Deliberative questions – question that deliberates course of action (implies answer in imperative) = “what are we to do?” (Davis, # 194)
4. Third-class condition – eva,n with subjunctive = “if he comes.” (Davis, # 212)
5. Prohibition – mh, with aorist subjunctive = prohibition of act not yet begun = “do not begin to.” (Davis, # 317)

6. Emphatic future negation – ouv mh, with aorist subjunctive = “will never,” “will by no means.” (Davis, # 422)


Note on tenses in subjunctive:
1. Tenses indicate absolute time of action only in indicative.

2. Aorist subjunctive should not be translated as past time.

3. Subjunctive indicates “contingency,” hence the action is usually a potential, future action.

4. Difference between present and aorist subjunctive is not time but kind of action (durative vs. punctiliar).

