Introduction to Theatre

Vocabulary for Quiz 9
1. Artistic director  - the person theatre company who has final approval over all artistic decisions in production, even though he or she is not acting as the actual director of a given show. This person represents the interests of producers or theatre membership.

2. Blocking – the specific organization of an actors movements in a play with respect to each other and the surrounding stage space. Ordinarily created in order to compose effective stage pictures.

3. Cast  - (verb) to select  actors for roles in a play. (Noun) the entire group of performers that are in the play.

4. Cheat  out – a direction to an actor, to  turn slightly more towards the audience and away from the person he is talking to.
5. Concept – the primary idea for a production as conceived by a director or the primary image for a design as conceived by a  designer. 

6. Cross - a movement by an actor from one point of the stage to another.

7. Double cast  - two actors chosen to play the same role on alternating nights.

8. Dramaturge - a specialist on dramatic construction and the body of dramatic literature; a scientist of the art of drama.

9. Line reading - the circumstance in which a director tells an actor exactly how to deliver or “say “ apportion of dialogoue. This is usually frowned upon.

10. Miscast - what is said of a director’s choice of an actor who is not appropriate for a given role or of the actor who is deemed inappropriate for a given role.

11. Open - a direction given to actors instructuing them to turn more towards the audience.

12. Pacing - the speed or rhythm at which a dramatic performance is played. Pacing may involve speaking the lines more quickly, but is more often improved by reducing pauses between lines. Often used to describe a show: "The pacing was off."
13. Producer - in professional theatre the person who makes all the necessary arrangements for the production to be put on: finding the finance, smoothing the way for the Director. Almost the equivalent of the Business Manager

14. Rehearsal – practice sessions in which the actors and director develop dialogue, characters, and actions in preparation for public performance.

15. Run through - a rehersal in which an entire scene, act or show is performed without interruption.

16. Stylize - the presentation  or direction of a play in a noticeable artful manner, rather than realistically executed or as written.

17. Type casting – to cast  an actor in a role because of  physical appearance, or because the actor’s  personality matches that of the character.

18. James Lapine -- American director and playwright.  Author of the book portion of the musical Into the Woods.  He directed the revival of  The Diary of Anne Frank.

19. Julie Taymor -- Theatre and film director born in Malaysia.  She received a Tony award for her work on The Lion King.  

20. Peter Brook -- (1925- ) The most influential director of the Royal Shakespeare Company of England, especially renowned for his productions after 1960.  He began directing as a teenager and worked for the RSC as early as 1946 when he was only 21.  During the 1950's he was directing Sir Lawrence Olivier in Shakespeare and in 1962 was chosen to head the RSC. Author of The Empty Space.

21. Warner Shook - Director of Pulitzer Prize winning play The Kentucky Cycle.

22. Trevor Nunn  (1940- ) - British director who was appointed artistic director of the Royal Shakespeare Company (RSC) in 1968.  He helped to relieve the company's financial stresses.  By 1987 Nunn had become so involved with independent projects that he resigned his position with the RSC.

23. Glenn Close (1947- ) Born in Greenwich, CT and educated at the College of William and Mary (anthropology, acting).  Close, a critically-acclaimed, strong featured and coolly aristocratic blonde began her career in 1974 with New York's Phoenix Theatre Company and her film career when director George Roy Hill spotted her in the Broadway musical Barnum and signed her for the film, The World According to Garp (1982).  She has since established herself as a major Hollywood presence with a succession of strong performances.

24. Irene Worth - Actress that appeared in the play Lost in Yonkers.  Ms. Worth received a Drama Desk Award for her performance.

25. Jack O'Brien - American film and stage director most noted for directing All My Sons.

26. James Earl Jones (1931- ) African American actor born in Tate Co., Miss.  He gained Broadway stardom with his powerful portrayal of a prizefighter in The Great White Hope (1968) and excelled in Othello (1963, 1982), Athol Fugard's A Lesson from Aloes (1980), and August Wilson's Fences (1987).  He has also appeared in films and on television.  His voice became when famous when he lent it to the role of Darth Vadar in the original Star Wars films, as a young man he overcame a severe stutter.

27. Marlon Brando (1924- ) American actor trained at The Actor's Studio, who's performance as Stanley Kowalski in Tennessee Williams' A Streetcar Named Desire came to epitomize the Method and The Actor's Studio.

28. Laurence Olivier, Sir [Baron Olivier of Brighton] (1907-1989) English actor, director, and producer, often called the greatest actor of the 20th cent.  Olivier was successful both in the classics, e.g., as Oedipus Rex, and Othello, and in modern dramas, e. g. Eugene O'Neil's Long Day's Jouney into Night (1971).  He made several outstanding films, including Hamlet (1948; Academy Award).  After appearing at the Old Vic, he was director (1962-73) of the National Theatre of Great Britain.  Knighted in 1947, he was the first actor to be created (1970) a life peer.

29. Lee Strasberg (1901-1982) American born director and co-founder of The Group Theatre (1931) to teach and apply the Stanislavski system of acting in the United States.  The Group disbanded in 1941, but Strasberg was then hired by The Actors Studio in 1948.  His work with actors and the Method after 1948 are what brought recognition to the Studio, its actors, and Strasberg.

30. Michael Grief - Director of the Broadway musical RENT. Director working with the NEW YORK CITY THEATRE WORKSHOP.

31. Franco Zeffirelli (1923- ) Italian designer who turned to directing in 1953.  At first his work was predominantly in opera, but he gained notoriety for his 1960 production of Romeo and Juliet at London's Old Vic Theatre and the subsequent film version with the same cast as well as the recent Hamlet starring Mel Gibson in 1990.  He also designs all productions that he directs.

32. George II, Duke of Saxe-Meiningen (1826-1914) Succeeded his father on the throne of Meiningen at the threat of Prussian invasion in 1866.  Prior to this he had extensive art training at the Prussian court.  He took personal interest in the troupe and by 1890, after years of local and international performances, the Meiningen troupe commanded the greatest respect in the world, especially with regard to historical accuracy.  He is also credited as the first of the contemporary directors and clearly defining the directors goals and objectives.

33. Paul Fort (1872-1962) Seventeen year old poet who founded the Theatre d'Art modeled on the Theatre Libre.  His works were highly criticized probably because they appeared incomprehensible to illusionists.  Most of his productions consisted of readings of poems and adaptations of the Illiad and the Bible as well as plays.

34. Vsevolod Meyerhold (1874-1940) Russian director who was originally associated with the Moscow Art Theatre but left it in 1902.  He began to explore experimental styles and after the Russian Revolution he emerged as a leader in the avant-garde movement.  He sought to change Stanislavski's system and replace it with something appropriate to the industrial age.  He developed a method of biomechanics which sought to dispel the internal demands of The Method and replace them with more external and machine-like techniques, borrowing heavily from the constructivism of the visual arts of the day.  he was to remain a major force in avant-garde theatre until his death.

35. Ian McKellen, Sir (1939-) Actor, won the Tony for Best Actor for his performance in Amadeus (1980-1).  His film roles include John Profumo in Scandal, Richard III, Cold Comfort Farm,  and  Gods and Monsters.  He was knighted in 1991 (and went on to brilliantly portray the wizard we all know and love, Gandalf the Grey, in Lord of the Rings: Fellowship of the Ring, soon to be followed up Two Towers on December 18, 2002 and Return of the King, Christmas 2003.)

36. Joseph Chaikin (1935- ) Actor and theatre director, born in New York City.  His early work as an actor was with the Living Theatre.  In 1963, he founded The Open Theatre, which for a decade produced some of the most original work in US Theatre.  He suffered a stroke in 1984 but went on to co-write The War in Heaven  with Sam Shepard.

37. Joseph Papp (1921-1991) Theatre producer and director born in New York City.  He founded the still-operating New York Shakespeare Festical, noted for its endless series of Shakespeare plays with often unusual settings, casts, and accents.  In 1967, he founded the Public Theatre, committed to productions not usually done in the commercial theatre, one such, Chorus Line, was so successful that it helped support years of less popular productions.  Active until his final months, he maintained a love-hate relationship with many of the theatre people who worked with him, but all agreed he was a one-of-a-kind theatrical genius.

38. Maria Irene Fornes (1930- ) Playwright and director born in Havana, Cuba.  Her first notable success was a musical, Promenade, but her major success came with Fefu and Her Friends.  She won an Obie award for both plays and would win four more.  In 1982, she won a special Obie for her "sustained achievement."  The quintessential off Broadway playwright, she later took up directing the classic repertoire as well as writing and directing her won acant-garde plays.
