ENGLISH 303

Instructor: Cordelia Maxwell Hanemann

Office Hours: MWF: 11:00-12:00/ T-TH: 3:30-4:30. By appointment

Office: Room 202 Layton Annex

Phone: ext. l5?? or home 919-821-7261

Texts: Kaplan, Jeffrey P. English Grammar: Principles and Facts. 2nd ed.

Englewood Cliffs: Prentice-Hall, l995.


 Harbrace Handbook

This course is a blend of both the prescriptive and descriptive approaches

to grammar. The primary objective of the course is to enhance your

understanding of the structure of our language so that you can use it more

effectively to organize and communicate your thoughts, feelings and ideas.

Course Objectives:

l. To understand the role of a grammar, to perceive the basic structure 
of

our language and to gain some idea of the underlying values and 
world view

expressed by our grammar.

2. To understand how our words are composed and to compile a dictionary

constructed of words based on combining affixes and roots.

3. To analyze basic and complex sentence patterns in English and to

generate complex sentence patterns according to rules of grammar 
and to

right thinking.

4. To recognize and use standard grammatical forms and structures in

written and oral presentations; to master the basic concepts of 
sentence

structure, construction, transformations, and generation, 
and to use this

mastery to express your own complex ideas and 
intent cogently and coherently.

Projects: 

l. To present orally a generated lexicon.

2. To read a 4+ page article on any aspect of linguistics/ language--

theory, practice, teaching method, relation to language--use, 
expression,

etc.; to present the findings of the article to the 
class using some form

of audio-visual; to write at least a 3-
paragraph summary in good essay

form (copy of article to accompany 
summary).

3. To write a paper: three pages double-spaced using MLA form on your

choice of topic (by all means use a paper or topic you can also 
turn in to

another class); accompany the paper with a written 
justification of your

choice of syntax, vocabulary, organization, 
and semantics.

4. To generate a simple grammar reflecting a made-up language and 
culture.

5. To teach a mini grammar lesson--TBA.

Grade derivation: 


45%- exams


25%- paper and justification


30%- article summary and presentation, lexicon and presentation, 

lesson,

class participation, quiz grades.

Basic Expectations:


Class attendance: Because the class will rely on your active

participation, attendance and preparation are crucial. Missing 

more than

4 hours constitutes failure to participate fully 

and will result in a

lowering of your overall grade. Missing 

more than 6 hours of class

constitutes failure to complete 

minimum requirements for passing English

303 and will result 

in a failing grade.


Homework assignments and examinations: I will assign homework 

regularly;

you are responsible for all such assignments. All 

work turned in must be

written in blue/black ink on white, 

standard-line, standard size,

non-spiral notebook paper, 

unless I specify a to-be-typed assignment. 



I will administer several exams covering the material. Your 

final will

be somewhat comprehensive. Make-ups are to be 

administered on reading

day. The exams will evaluate your 

grasp of both descriptive and

prescriptive concepts of our 

language and your ability to recognize bad

writing and to fix 

it and to admire and to execute (no ambiguity

intended) good 

writing. 


Papers: I expect you to type all papers to be turned in using MLA 

style.

I expect work to be turned in on time. Late papers are 

subject to lowered

grades.


Vocabulary: We will work weekly on building an understanding of the

morphology of our language. This hopefully we will accomplish 

via a study

of roots and affixes. Part of your final exam will 

evaluate your grasp of

this component of our language.


Outline of Readings:

Week I: Aug. 21; Aug. 26-28


Introduction: Ways of Thinking About Grammar--


Chapter I pp. 1-34


* Weekly vocabulary studies *

Week II: Sept. 2-6


Structure of English Words--Chapter III pp. 72-107


Test I: Language/ Linguistics

Week III: Sept. 9-11


First Paper Due


Parts of Speech (traditional and transformational)


Nouns/Pronouns Chapter IV pp. l08-ll4; 





Chapter V  pp. 163-174


Test II on nouns and pronouns

Week IV: Sept. 16-18


Article I


Verbs: Chapter IV pp. ll5-ll6; Chapter V  pp. l75-204

Week V: Sept. 23-25


Article II


Verbs continued


Test on Verbs and Verb structures

Week VI: Sept. 30-Oct. 2


Article III


Parts of Speech continued: Chapter IV pp. ll6-l63


Test IV: Parts of Speech

Week VII: Oct. 7-9


Article IV


Phrase Structure--Chapter VI pp. 207-267 


Grammar due

Week VIII: Oct. 14-16


Article V


Grammatical Relations--Chapter VII pp. 268-305


Fall Break

Week IX: Oct. 21-23 


Building a Lexicon I


Test V: Grammatical relations (Parts of the sentence)


Sentence Types: Chapter VI pp. 251-267; 





 Chapter IX pp. 356-389

Week X: Oct. 28-30


Building a Lexicon II


Sentence types continued


Test VI: Sentence types, basic


Grammatical Relations continued

Week XI: November 4-6


Building a Lexicon III


Sentence types continued


Begin prescriptive grammar

Week XII: November 11-13


Building a Lexicon IV


Sentence types continued


Test VII: Sentence types, thorough

 
Prescriptive grammar

Week XIII: November 18-20


Building a Lexicon V


Noncannonical Sentence forms: Chapter VIII-306-354


Prescriptive grammar

Week XIV: November 25-[27]


Prescriptive grammar


Thanksgiving Holiday

Week XV: December 2-4


Paper Justification Due


Pro-expressions Chapter X: pp. 390-421

Week XVI: Dec. 9-11


Review

Have a good semester. Remember, I am here as one of your primary resources.

Communication is always better than not communicating

