ENGLISH 204

Cordelia M. Hanemann

English 204

Fall, l999

Office Hours: MWF: 11:00-12:00/ T-Th: 3:30-4:30. By appointment


Office: Room 202 Layton Annex

Phone: ext. l5?? or home 919-821-7261

Text: The Norton Anthology of American Literature. 5th edition. Vol 2.

N.Y.: W.W Norton & Co., l998.

(4th edition will do if you can find one)

Objectives: 


l. To become familiar with the major American authors writing between l855

and the present: who 

they are, when they lived, what and how they wrote,

and their place in American 



letters.


2. To read selections of poetry, drama, fiction, and non-fiction by these

authors.


3. To analyze and discuss the ideas, issues, and techniques of these authors.


4. To draw relationships between cultural and historical contexts and

works of literature insofar as 

they influenced or were influenced by

these forces.


5. To write an analytical/interpretive research paper on one rather

complex work or a group of 


works in the period.


6. To prepare and make a (creative) class presentation on one of  several

selected topics, 



preferably using an audio-visual.

 
7. To prepare and present a summary, analysis and biography of an

assigned work and author.


8. To enjoy reading, discussing and writing about American 
literature.

Grade derivation: 20%- homework assignments, quizzes, class participation



    30%- research paper 



    50%- midterm and final examinations

Basic Expectations:


Class attendance: Because the class will rely on your active

participation, attendance and preparation are crucial. Having more than 4

absences constitutes failure to 
participate fully and will result in a

lowering of your overall grade. Having more than 6 absences constitutes

failure to complete minimum requirements for passing English 204 and will

result in a failing grade. Persistent tardiness disrupts the class and

creates a poor learning climate; consequently, you are expected to be on

time for class. If  you must be tardy, it is your responsibility to notify

me of 
your presence on the day of the tardy. Excessive tardiness is

irritating and disruptive; I reserve the right to sanction it (generally, 3

tardies constitutes an absence).


Homework assignments and examinations: I will assign homework regularly;

you are responsible for all such assignments. All work turned in must be

typed or written on white, standard-line, standard size, non-spiral

notebook paper. All must be 
written in blue or black ink--no pencil,

please. Multiple-page papers must be stapled together. Late work may

receive a lowered grade. I will administer occasional reading quizzes.

These may not be made up. I will give three exams, each covering about a

third of the literature to be studied. Make-up exam is on Reading Day.


Papers: You will have one interpretive/ analytical research paper of about

6-10 pages using 3 outside sources and your own analytical skills. The

topic will be focused; however, within that focus, you may choose and

define your own topic. I would like for you to verify your topic with me

prior to beginning your research; if you do not, I may not accept your

choice of topic. I expect you to write fluently and accurately using the

MLA style as a standard; I am a stickler for accurate margins and form. The

paper must be typed and include a works cited page (a bibliography of

consulted works is optional). Late papers are subject to lowered grades.

Please note: I will sanction papers that fail to comply with minimum length

requirements.


Creative Presentation: The purpose of this presentation is to motivate you

to interact creatively with some piece of literature in the period. Your

presentation may take whatever form your imagination leads you to. You may

work alone or in conjunction with one or more of your classmates. 
The

presentation may be graphic, visual-videa, oral, interpretive, poetic,

computer generated, dramatic, whatever.


Summary Presentation: You will be responsible for presenting an

interpretation/ analysis/ summary of a single work, TBA. This should be

accompanied by some form of audio and/or visual and/or tactile aid.

Course Outline:

Week I. Aug. 25-28//30-Sept. 1-3


Poetry: Walt Whitman//  Emily Dickinson

Week II. Sept. 6-8-10


Poetry: Dickinson 


Week III. Sept. l3-l5-17 


American Humor: Joel Chandler Harris/ Mark Twain


Fiction: Twain, The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn, sel.

Week IV. Sept. 20-22-26


Female Voices--Early Fiction: 



Sarah Orne Jewett: A White Heron




Katherine Anne Porter: Flowering Judas 



Kate Chopin: The Awakening




Charlotte Perkins Gilman: The Yellow Wall-paper



Flannery O’Connor: The Life You Save May Be Your Own

Week V. Sept. 27-29-Oct. 1


Women’s Voices continued


Exam I

Week VI. Oct. 4-6-8


Black Voices: 



Zora Neale Hurston: The Eatonville Anthology; How it Feels to Be Colored

Me; 




Their Eyes Were Watching God




Alice Walker: Everyday Use



Langston Hughes: Sel Poetry



[Jean Toomer: Sel]





Gwendolyn Brooks



 Audre Lourde 



Michael Harper



[James Baldwin]





[Toni Morrison]



[Paule Marshall]


Week VII. Oct. 11-13-(15)


Black Voices, continued


Midterm Break

Week VIII. Oct. 18-20-22


Modern Poetry:




e.e. cummings



Robert Frost



Muriel Rukeyser



H.D.



William Carlos Williams



T.S. Eliot





Wallace Stevens

Week IX. Oct. 25-27-29


Modern Poetry Continued:


Week X. Oct. 30-Nov. 1-3


Drama:  One Play, TBA



Tennessee Williams: Streetcar Named Desire



Arthur Miller: Death of a Salesman



David Mamet: Glengary Glenross 

Week XI. Nov. 8-10-12


Exam II


Contemporary Poetry:



Theodore Roethke



[Richard Wilbur]




Elizabeth Bishop



[Louise Gluck]



James Dickey



W.S. Merwin



James Wright



[Frank O’Hara]





[John Ashbery]



Denise Levertov



Anne Sexton




Sylvia Plath



Adrienne Rich



[Mary Oliver]

Week XII. Nov. 15-17-19


Contemporary Poetry Continued

Week XIII. Nov. 22-24-(26)


Alternative Voices:



Joy Harjo



Cathy Song



Simon Ortiz



Louise Erdrich



[N. Scott Momaday]



Leslie Marmon Silko



[Toni Cade Bambara]



[Maxine Hong Kingston]


 THANKSGIVING BREAK

Week XIV. Nov.29-Dec. 1-3/ Dec. 6


Alternative Voices continued:


Fiction:



William Faulkner: Barn Burning



Ernest Hemingway: The Snows of Kilimanjaro



Ursula LeGuin: Sel



Thomas Pynchon: Sel



Joanna Russ: Sel.

Outline of Assignments:

Read all introductory materials including biographies.

Whitman: Handout

Dickinson: Handout

Twain: 
The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn Chapters 1-24 pp. 29-214 and

pp. 211-214.

Harris: "The Wonderful Tar-Baby Story" pp. 446-7

Faulkner: 

Jewett: "A White Heron" pp. 459-465

Chopin: "The Awakening" pp. 493-583

Gilman: "The Yellow Wallpaper" 645-657


"Why I Wrote 'The Yellow Wallpaper'" pp. 657-658

Porter:

O'Conner: "The Life You Save May Be Your Own" pp. 2094-2102

Hurston: "How It Feels to Be Colored Me" pp. 1425-1428

Hughes: "The Negro Speaks of Rivers" p. 1717



"Mother to Son" l7l7



"The Weary Blues" l7l8



"Mulatto" l7l9

Brooks: "We Real Cool" handout



"To the Diaspora" p. 2528



"the mother" p. 2520



"The Beaneaters" p. 2522

Lorde: Assorted, TBA handout

Morrison: 

Baldwin: 

cummings: "next to of course god america i" p. 1453


"anyone lived in a pretty how town" p.1456-8


"my father moved through dooms of love" pp. 1456-1458


"pity this busy monster, manunkind" p. 1458


handouts

Frost: "Mending Wall" p. 1088


"Home Burial" p. 1093-96


"The Wood-Pile" p. 1100


"The Road Not Taken" p. ll0l


"Birches" p. 1103


"Nothing Gold Can Stay" p. 1105


"Design" p. lll0


"Stopping by Woods" p. 

Pound: "In a Station of the Metro" p. 1207


"The River-Merchant's Wife: A Letter" p. 1208

H.D.: "Mid-day" p. 1225


"Leda" p. 1226


"Fragment 113" p. 1228

Williams: "The Young Housewife" p. 1185


"Willow Poem" p. ll86


"Queen Anne's Lace" p. ll87


"The Widow's Lament in Springtime" p. 1187


"The Dead Baby" p. ll9l


"The Dance" p. l20l


handout 

Stevens: "The Snowman" p. ll46


"Domination of Black" handout


"Sunday Morning" p. ll48-51


"Peter Quince at the Clavier" p. ll52-4

Eliot: "The Love Song of J. Alfred Prufrock" p. l260-64


"Burnt Norton" p. l287-l294

R. Lowell: "


"For the Union Dead" p. 2515-17  

Berryman: 

Roethke: "My Papa's Waltz" p. 2424


"The Far Field" p. 2430


"In a Dark Time" p. 2434


handout

J. Wright: "A Blessing" p. 2684


"A Centenary Ode" p. 2685


"With the Shell of a Hermit Crab" p. 2686

Merwin: "For a Coming Extinction" p. 2679


"September Plowing" p. 2680


"Losing a Language" p. 2681

Dickey: "The Lifeguard"-handout

Bishop: "The Fish" p. 2445-7


"Armadillo" p. 2453


"Sestina" p. 2454


"One Art" p. 2461

Gluck: handout

Rich: "Storm Warnings" p. 2704


"Snapshots of a Daughter in Law" 2705


"Diving into the Wreck" p. 2711-13

Sexton: "The Starry Night" p. 2699


"Sylvia's Death-p. 2699

Plath: "Lady Lazarus" p. 2737


"Daddy" p. 2740-2


"Words" p. 2742


"Tulips" handout


"Edge" handout

Oliver: 

Ortiz: TBA

Momaday: TBA

Silko: TBA

Etc.

